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Major Land Uses

Major nesting area for shorebirds and 
geese

Tourism - polar bear viewing


Main Communities

Churchill

Moose Factory - Moosonee

York Factory


Aboriginal Peoples


Parks and Natural Areas

Wapusk National Park

Polar Bear Provincial Park


Further Information


This Google Earth image shows just how wet the 
area around James Bay is. This location just west 
of Moosonee is only 12 m above sea level.





Hundreds of 
thousands of 
geese nest across 
the coastal 
wetlands. Of 
course, the local 
people take 
advantage of this 
dependable food 
source. The 
making of decoys 
has been raised to 
an art form.

The Moosonee Museum is tucked away in the high school, but well worth the visit. 
Traditional clothes, works of art, and crafts are on display.





The daily Ontario Northland train goes where no car or truck ever has ventured: 
across the coastal wetland in the summer. Tourists can take it north in the morning, 
then return the same evening, getting a quick taste of life in the north. For local 
people, this route is a critical connection to the services of southern Ontario.



Muskeg comes in two varieties: wet (above) and even wetter (below).

Black spruce grow in the slightly less wet sites, and various mosses cover the ground. 
Sometimes, the mosses even grow across ponds, making a floating mat of moss, 
known as a “quaking bog”. 

In the lower picture, the spruce trees have died, perhaps because the railway is acting 
as a. dam and has raised the water level.


